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them orthodox, of good life and conversation, as loth to see the fires kindled in Smithfield, as his Lordship, and at least as ready to face them under a popish persecution. But nothing is so hard for those who abound in riches, as to conceive how others can be in want. How can the neighbouring vicar feel cold or hunger, while my Lord is seated by a good fire in the warmest room in his palace, with a dozen dishes before him? I remember one other prelate much of the same stamp; who when his clergy would mention their wishes that some act of parliament might be thought of for the good of the Church, would say, " Gentlemen, we are very well as we are ; if they would let us alone, we should ask no more."1
"Sacrilege" (says my Lord) "in the church of Rome, is a mortal sin; "2 and is it only so in the church of Rome ? Or is it but a venial sin in the Church of England ? Our litany calls fornication a deadly sin; and I would appeal to his Lordship for fifty years past, whether he thought that or sacrilege the deadliest ? To make light of such a sin, at the same moment that he is frighting us from an idolatrous religion, should seem not very consistent. " Thou that sayest, a man should not commit adultery, dost tfiou commit adultery? Thou that abhorrest idols, dost than commit sacrilege ? "
To smooth the way for the return of Popery in Queen Mary's time, the grantees were confirmed by the Pope in the possession of the abbey lands. But the Bishop tells us, that " this confirmation was fraudulent and invalid." I shall believe it to be so, though I happen to read in his Lordship's history : But he adds, that although the confirmation had been good, the priests would have got their land again by these two methods; "first,3 the Statute of Mortmain was repealed for 20 years, in which time no doubt they reckoned they would recover the best part of what they had lost; besides that, engaging the clergy to renew no leases, was a thing entirely in their own power, and this in forty years time would raise their revenues to be about ten times their
1 Scott, in a note, thinks this reflection on Burnet to be unjust, because of that prelate's zeal "in forwarding a scheme in 1704 for Improving the livings of the poorer clergy." [T. S.]
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